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On Wednesday, the 31st of January of this year, there entered 
this harbor a vessel of the kind called in the Philippines a viroco 2 , 
having on board Juan de Morgana, navigating officer, four Spanish 
sailors, five Indians and a negro,who brought tidings that the ship 
San Agustin, of the exploring expedition, had been lost on a coast 
where she struck and went to pieces, and that a barefooted friar 3 
and another person of those on board had been drowned, and that, 
of the seventy men, or more, who embarked in this small .vessel, 
only these came in her, because the captain of said ship, Sebastian 
Rodriguez Cermefio, and the others, went ashore at the port of 
Navidad and, as they understand, have already arrived in that city 4 . 
An account of the voyage and of the loss of the ship, together with 
the statement made under oath by said navigating officer, Juan de 
Morgana, accompany this. We visited officially the vessel, finding 
no kind of merchandise on board, and that the men were almost 
naked. The vessel being so small it seems miraculous that she 
should have reached this country with so many people on board*. 



Document No. 5. 

C^ APITULO de una carta a Su Magestad del Virey de la Nueva 
^* Espana Conde de Monterrey fechada en Megico a 19 de Abril 
de 1596 con noticias de la perdida de la nao San Agustin y lo que 
se consigui6 descubrir con ella. 

Sobre la perdida del navio S. Agustin que venia de las yslas de 
poniente hacer el descubrimiento de las costas de la mar del sur, 
como vuestra magestad fue servido de mandar al Virrey Don Luis 
de Velaszo escribi a vuestra magestad en el segundo de aviso lo que 
aca ba duplicado, despues de llegado, alguna gente que se salv6de 
la que venia en el navio y entre ellos los oficiales del que se preten- 
den culpar unos a otros como siempre acontece en semejantes sub- 
cesos, enviome y remitiome la audiencia de Guadalajara ciertos 
auctos que por su horden se hicieron entre ellos, habiendo tornado 

1. -V viroco was a small vessel without a deck, having one or two square sails and pro- 
pelled by sweeps. Its bull was formed from a single tree, hollowed out and having the 
sides built up with planks. 

3. Probably an Austin friar. The spiritual care of all things connected with the 
Philippines had been assigned to the Augustines. 

4. The city of Mexico. 

5. The San Agustin was cast away in what is now called Francis Drake's bay. It 
was a hazardous undertaking to sail from that place to Acapulco in a vessel so small and so 
overcrowded. 
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tierra en aquel distrito, quedanse mirando y que en caso que resulte 
culpado alguno y parece conveniente castigarle, se hara. Aunque 
es arta compasion de lo que an padecido despues que di6 al traves 
el navio, de la mucha perdida de hacienda que hicieron en 61 ; de 
lo que fuere necesario avisar a vuestra magestad se dara quenta y 
por ahora solo se me ofrece decir que en el descubrimiento de los 
puertos dice el piloto que procur6 cumplir con su obligacion en la 
lancha'con que vinieron despues de la perdida del navio y trae 
escripta una relacion cuya copia sera con esta. Pero yo lo 6 exami- 
nado en presencia del c6mitre y contramaestre que ambos son 
platicos y aunque conforman en algunas cosas difieren en otras y 
me parece que se convence y colige claro que algunas bayas de las 
principales y donde mas se podia esperar de hallar puerto las 
atravesaron de punta a punta y de noche y en otras entraron poco, 
a todo debi6 dar ocasion forzosa la hambre y enfermedad con que 
dicen que venian que los haria apresurar el viaje. Y asi entiendo 
qua no esta en cuanto a este descubrimiento cumplido el intento de 
vuestra magestad y todos convienen en que esta diligencia no se 
habia de intentar de tornaviaje de las yslas y con navio cargado 
siho de esta costa yendo siempre por ella adelante. 



TRANSLATION. 

Paragraph of a letter to His Majesty from the Viceroy of New 
Spain, the Conde de Monterey, dated at Mexico, 19th April, 1596, 
giving tidings of the loss of the ship San Agustin, and of the dis- 
coveries made by those who went in her. 

Touching the loss of the ship San Agustin, which was on its way 
from the islands of the west 1 for the purpose of making the explor- 
ation of the coasts of the South Sea, in accordance with Your 
Majesty's orders to Viceroy Don I^uis de Velasco, I wrote to Your 
Majesty by the second packet 2 what I send as a duplicate with this 
letter. After the arrival here of some of those who went in the 
ship and were saved, among them the officers, who tried to incul- 
pate one another — as always happens under similar circumstances 
— the audiencia of Guadalaxara remitted to me certain documents 
relating to proceedings had in the matter by its order, for they 
landed in that district. These are under consideration; and, in 

1. The Philippines. 

2. The second mail-packet which had sailed for Spain that year. 
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case any one be found culpable, and it seem fitting to punish him, 
this will be done. While the sufferings they underwent after the 
ship was cast away elicit compassion, concerning the great loss of 
the property on board of her caused by them I will give an account 
of so much as it may be necessary to make known to Your Majesty. 
At present, all that occurs to me as necessary to say is that, in the 
matter of the survey of harbors, the navigating officer says he 
endeavored to comply with his obligation in the lancha % in which 
they prosecuted the voyage after the ship was lost, and he has 
brought with him a report in writing, of which a copy accompanies 
this letter. But I have examined him in the presence of the boats- 
wain and the quartermaster, who are both practical in such matters; 
and, although they agree in some particulars, they differ in others. 
To me there seems to be convincing proof, resting on clear infer- 
ence, that some of the principal bays, where with greater reason it 
might be expected harbors would be found, they crossed from 
point to point and by night, while others they entered but a little 
way. For all this a strong incentive must have existed, because 
of the hunger and illness they say they experienced, which 
would cause them to hasten on their voyage. Thus, I take it, as to 
this exploration the intention of Your Majesty has not been carried 
into effect. It is the general opinion that this enterprise should 
not be attempted on the return voyage from the islands and with 
a laden ship, but from this coast and by constantly following 
along it. 

3. The viroco Of which mention is made in the communication of the officials of 
Acapulco. 

i. It it very evident that these two last documents were unknown to the writers of 
Mr. H. H. Bancroft's hooks, as well as to the authors of the printed works consulted with 
reference to Rodriguez Cermefio's disastrous voyage. What little the Baucroftian historians 
have to say about the loss of the San Agustin, is this : "Of the result we know only that his 
vessel, the San Aguslin, ran ashore in what was named at the time San Francisco Port, 
since known as Drake Bay. Whether the ship escaped after being lightened of her cargo or 
was accompanied by a tender on which the crew escaped is not recorded ; but Cermefio's 
pilot Bolafios lived to visit the port again with Vizcaino in 1603, and his statement is all 
there is extant on the voyage. It is not impossible that some additional results of the 
expedition were intentionally kept secret by the government ; at any rate no record has 
ever come to light in the archives." History of the Pacific States, X, 147— and this : "Of 
Cermeflon's. adventures we know only that his vessel ran aground on a lee-shore behind what 
was later called Point Reyes. » » * * It Is possible that the San j4ju*M» was 
accompanied by another vessel on which the officers and men escaped ; but much more 
probable I think that the expression 'was lost' in the record is an error, and that the ship 
escaped with the loss of her cargo. One of the men, Francisco Bolafios, was piloto mayor, or 
sailing-master, under Vizcaino in 1608, when he anchored in the same port to see if any 
trace of the cargo remained, but without landing. The statement of Bolafios as reported 
incidentally by Ascension audTorquemada is, so far as I can learn, the only record extant 
of this voyage." Id., XIII, 96. In this case, certainly, comment on the accuracy of the 
work quoted does not seem to be called for. Mr. Bancroft's writer misspells the name 
Cermeno. but errors of that kind are frequent in Mr. Bancroft's publication. It appears, 
from these documents, that the name of the chief navigating officer of the San Agustin wan 
not Bolafios. 



